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XXXIX. An extraordinary Cafe of a Dropfy of the Ovarium, 
with fome Remarks. By Mr. Philip Meadows Martineau,. 
Surgeon to the Norfolk and Norwich Hoffitalv communicated 
by John Hunter, Efq. F. R. S. 



Read July i, 1784. 

SARAH KIPPUS, a pauper in the city of Norwich, Was,, 
for many years, a patient of my father's, and, at his de- 
ceafe, was under the care of Mr. Scott, as city furgeon, who- 
obliged me many times by taking me to the poor woman, from 
whom I received the account of the early part of herdifeafe. 

Her complaints came on firft, after a mifcarriage at the age of 
27. She had never been pregnant before; and her difcharges 
at that time were fo great as to bring her into a. very weak 
condition. . She foon perceived fome uneafinefs, attended with a 
fwelling, on one fide, which, after a few months, became too 
large to diflinguifh whether it was greater on one fide or the 
other. As the fwelling was found to arife from water,, 
k was drawn off, which was in the year 1757. She was never 
afterwards pregnant ; but the catamenia continued regularly, 
till the ufual period of their ceffation. When I firft faw- her,. 
which was in the year 1780, fhe had been many times. tapped,, 
and (lie was then full of water. Her appearance was truly- 
deplorable, not to fay fhocking. She was rather a low wo- 
man, and her body fo large as almoft. wholly to obfcure her 
face, as well as every other part of her : with all fhe was tole- 

3 r at % 



4'/2 Mr. Martineau's Account of 

rably chearful, and feldom regarded the operation. I faw het" 
juft before we took away ro6 pints of water, and I begged 
leave to take a meafure of her. She was fixty-feven inches and 
a half in circumference, and from the cartilago enfiformis to 
the os pubis thirty- four inches. Her legs were now greatly 
fwelled ; but this, and every other fymptom of which me 
complained, evidently arofe from the quantity and weight of 
water. She neither ate nor drank much, and made but a final 1 
quantity of urine. 

The operation of drawing off the water was generally per- 
formed on a Sunday, as the moft convenient day for her neigh- 
bours to affift her, and before the latter end of the week fhe 
was able to walk very well. She was flrfr. tapped in the year 
1757, and died in Auguft 1783. Thus fhe lived full twenty-five 
years with fome intervals of eafe, having eighty times under- 
gone the operation, and in all had taken from her 6631 pints 
of water, or upwards of thirteen hogfheads. 

I will fubjoin the account of the dates, and the quantity 
drawn off at each time, as given me by Mr. Scott, obferving 
that till 1769 no exact memorandum was kept, except of the 
number of times, although the quantity of water drawn off 
was always meafured. By my father fhe was tapped twenty- 
fix times, averaged at 70 pints each time : by Mr. Donne once, 
73 pints, which makes 1683 pints from fome part of the year 
1 757 to i y6g. By Mr. Scott as follows : 
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1769. Pints. 
Mar. 16. 70 
July 17. 72 
Nov. 20. 
Dec. 31. 



1771. 

Mar. 22. 
July 14. 
Nov. 3. 

1772. 
Feb. 22. 
June 6. 
Sept. 12. 
Dec. 12. 



78 

70 



290 



J 770. 




April 15. 


70 


Aug. 11. 


73 


Dec. 4. 


76 



219 



74 
73 
79 



231 



79 

73 
74 
82 
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March 7. 78 

May 29. 71 

Aug. 29. 79 

Dec. 5. 81 



308 
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1774. 
Mar. 13. 
June 26. 
Od. 23. 



l 775- 
Jan. 24. 

May 28. 

Sept. 13. 

Dec. 16. 



1776. 
April 9. 
July 28. 
Nov. 27. 



J 777- 
Mar. 16. 

July 27. 

Nov. 9, 



1778. 
March 8. 

M v 5- 
Nov. 5. 



Pints. 

77 
89 
9 2 

94 
91 



80 



337 



84 
82 
85 



251 



80 
90 

98 



V7 



96 

99 

105 



300 



1779. 
Feb. 28. 
June 13. 
Aug. 17. 
Odt. 24. 
Dec. 10. 



1780. 
Feb 6. 
Apr. 23. 
July 24. 
Sept. jo. 
Nov. 12. 



178-1. 
Jan. 1. 
Mar. 11. 
June 25. 
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1782. 

Jan. 13. 
Mar. 18. 
June 2. 
Aug. 25. 
Nov. 17. 



Pints. 

106 

108 

92 

99 
90 



495 



73 

102 

106 

95 
98 



474 



roct 

94 
100 
100- 



394 



99 
64 

74 

98 

90 



425 
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1783. Pints. 

Feb. 14, 104 

May 11. 100 

July 20. 98 

Aug. 1 1 on opening 7 8 

Total 6631 pints. 

In looking over this account it appears, that 108 pints was 
the greateft quantity ever taken away at any one time ; that 
flie was never tapped more than five times in any one year ; 
and the largeft quantity in a year was 495 pints. The moft 
collected in the fhorteft fpace of time was <)$ pints in feven 
weeks, from July 24th to September iothin 1780, which is 
very nearly two pints a day. It appears alfo, that in the lafr, 
14 years of her life, when a regular account was kept, (he 
increafed fafter in the winter than in the fummer months. 
If the fix fummer months from April to September inclufive 
are reckoned, fhe loft in the 14 years in 23 operations 1972 
pints, and in the winter months from October to March inclu- 
five, by 30 tappings, 2596 pints ; and it will be found, that 30 
is to 2596 rather more than 23 to 1972, fo that feven more 
tappings were at leaft neceffary in the winter than in the fum- 
mer. In the months of March and November fhe oftener un- 
derwent the operation than in any other. In thefe calculations 
the three months in 1783 are not included, as the year was not 
finifhed. 

If we compare the famous cafe of Lady Page, related by 
Dr. Mead, the quantity of water taken from her ladyfhip 
appears fmall when oppofed to the number of pints drawn 
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from Sarah Kippus. The one loft 1920, the other 6631. 
It muft be confeffecf, however, that Lady Page collected fafter 
than the poor woman whofe cafe I have related. 

I come now to fpeak of the dhTection, and to make fomc 
obfervations on the whole. On the iothof Auguft 1783, the 
poor woman died; and the following day Dr. Dack, an emi- 
nent phyfician of this place, accompanied me to open the body. 
I firft drew off 78 pints of clear water : fuppofing, therefore, 
all the water to have been taken away at the laft operation, 
then in three weeks (he had collected 78 pints, which is more 
than three pints and a half in each day : a quantity far exceeding 
what (he had taken. I then opened into the cavity from which 
the water came, and feparated the fac from the peritoneum, 
and found the fac had arifen in the ovarium of the left lide. 
After this, I difle&ed out the uterus, with the right ovarium 
in a natural ftate, and thus obtained every part neceffary to 
fhow the difeafe, viz. the uterus, the right ovarium found, and 
the left enlarged into an immenfe pouch. The cyft itfelf was 
not very thick, but lined in almoft every part of it, but more 
efpecially in the fore part, with fmall offifications. The peri- 
toneum was prodigioufly thickened, and thus, by its additional 
ftrength, became the chief fupport of the water. There was 
fomething Angular in the fac itfelf, for it was rather two than 
one, from there being an opening in the fide of what appeared 
at firft the only cavity, which led to another cavity, almoft 
equally large with the firft, fo that if all the water in any ope- 
ration had not been evacuated, it muft probably have been 
owing to a difficulty in its paffage from the fecond into the 
firft or more external cyft. From the fize, however, of the 
poor woman after each operation, it is evident, that in her 
there being two facs did not prevent the total drawing oft of 
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the water. The other vifcera appeared all in a natural ftate. 
The interlines were quite empty, and pufhed up under the ribs, 
fo as to have left but very little room for the expanfion of the 
lungs within the thorax. The bladder was contracted, or rather I 
fhould fay appeared leffened. The kidneys were healthy, and 
both ureters in a natural ftate. The fac is in the collection 
of John Hunter, efq. 

In reflecting upon this cafe, an obvious queftion arifes ; 
from whence proceeded this immenfe collection of water I 
At different periods of this poor woman's life the quantity 
drawn off, without confidering the urine me made, was 
much greater than the fluids me drank, which appeared from 
meafuring whatever (he took. It appears then pretty certain, 
that this fuperabundant quantity muft have been taken into the 
body by abforption ; and if we allow the bodies of animals to 
have this power of abforbing, which we very well know vege- 
tables are pofleffed of, it will account for many appearances in. 
the animal oeconomy. This poor woman collected falter in the 
wet moift months of winter, than in fummer. 

From all, this happy conclusion may be drawn, that although 
human art is at prefent infufficient to the perfect cure of difeafes 
fimilar to the poor woman's cafe I have related, yet nature is 
continually defending herfelf from fudden death ; and fuch 
relief may be granted as to protract life a long time without 
.much pain, and often with intervals of great eafe and comfort. 



